IN CONGRESS, JULY 4, 1776
The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of Umerica

When in the Course of human events it becames necessany for ene pecple to
disscluve the palitical bands which have connected them with ancthier and te
assume among the powers of the eaxth, the separate and equal station to
which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's Gad entitle them, a decent
wespect te the apinions ef mankind sequires that they should declare the
causes which impel them te the separation.

We hold these tuuths te be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that
among these are Life, Liberty and the puwsuit of Happiness. — That ta
secure these ights, Governments axe instituted among Men, deriving their
just powers from the consent of the governed, — Jhat whenever any Foun
of Government becames destuuctive of these ends, it is the Right of the
Peaple to alter on to albiolish it, and te institute new Government, baying its
foundation en such principles and organizing its powers in such foun, as
ta them shall seem mast Uiftely to effect their Safety and Fappiness.
Pnudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long estabilished should
not be changed for light and transient causes; and accerdingly all
expetience fath shown that mankind are mexe dispased te suffer, while
evils are suffenable than to night themseluves by alialishing the founs to
which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and
wsurpations, pursuing invarialily the same Object evinces a design te
weduce them under abisclute Despatism, it is their night, it is their duty, te
theow off such Government, and te provide new Guands for thein future
security. — Such has been the patient sufferance of these Calonies; and
such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their founer
Systems of Government. Jbe history of the present King of Great Buitain
is a histony of wepeated injuties and usurpations, all having in ditect
abiject the estabilishment of an abisclute Tyranny cver these States. T
prave this, let Facts be submitted to a candid woexld.



Fe has nefused his Ussent to Laws, the maost whaelesome and necessay for
the pubilic gead.

Fe has forbidden his Governens ta pass Laws of immediate and pressing
impaotance, unless suspended in theix aperation till his (Ussent should be
clitained; and whien so suspended, fie has utterly neglected to attend to
them.

Fe has nefused ta pass ather Laws for the accommodation of large
distuicts of peaple, unless thase peaple would welinguish the night of
Representation in the Legislature, a 1ight inestimabile to them and
fomidable to tyrants enly.

Fe has called togethier legislative bodies at places unusual,
uncomfotabile, and distant frem the depasitony of thein Public Recerds,
for the sale purpase of fatiqguing them into compliance with his measutes.
Fe has disscluved Representative Flouses wepeatedly, for oppaesing with
manly fivmness his invasions on the 1ights of the people.

Fe has nefused for a long time, after such dissclutions, to cause otfiens to
be elected, whetely the Legislative Powens, incapable of Unnifilation, have
wetuwned to the Pecple at large fox their exercise; the State wemaining in the
mean time exposed te all the danges of invasion from witheut, and

Fe has endeaveured te prevent the population of these States; for that
purpase elistucting the Laws for Natuwalization of Foreignews; wefusing
ta pass otfiers ta encourage thein migrations hither, and raising the

Laws for establishing Judiciarny Powens.

cffices, and the amaount and payment of their salaxies.

Fe has enected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of
Officens to harass cur people and eat out their sublistance.



Fe has fept among ws, in times of peace, Standing (unies without the
Fe has affected to render the Military independent of and supetion to the
Civil Power.

He has combined with otfiens te subiject us to a jutisdiction foreign te cur
coanstitution, and unacknowledged by cur baws ; giving his (ssent to their
Ucts of pretended Legislation:

For quartering large badies of avmed troops among us:

For pratecting them, by a mock Jxial from punishument for any Murders
which they should commit en the Inhabitants of these States:

Fon cutting eff cur Truade with all parts of the world:

For impasing Taxes en us without cur Consent:

For depriving ws in many cases, of the benefit of Trial by Jury:

For transpornting us beyond Seas te be tuied for pretended affences:

For abiolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring
Pnavince, estabilishing therein an (bitvay govennment, and enlarging its
Beundaties sa as te nender it at ence an example and fit instuument for
intraducing the same abisclute sule into these Calonies

For taking away cur Chartens, abolishing cur maest valuable Laws and
alteding fundamentally the Foums of cur Goavennments:

For suspending eur awn Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested
with powex to legislate for us in all cases whatscever.

Fe has abdicated Government fee, by declaring ws cut of his Protection
Fe has plundered cur seas, ravaged eur coasts, burnt eur towns, and
destwoyed the lives of aur peaple.

Fe is at this time transponting larnge umies of foreign Mencenavies to
compleat the works of death, desclation, and tyranny, already begun with

circumstances of Cuwelty & Perfidy scarcely paralleled in the mast
barbarows ages, and totally unwexthy the FHead of a civilized nation.



Fe has constrained aur fellow Citizens taken Captive en the high Seas to
bear luns against their Country, te become the executionens of their
friends and Buetbren, o to fall themselves by thein Fands.

Fe has excited demestic insuwvections amaengst ws, and fas endeaveured to
buing an the infiabitants of cur frentiens, the mewciless Indian Savages
whose known wile of warfare, is an undistinguistied destwuction of all
ages, sexes and conditions.

JIn every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the
most humble teuns: Oux nepeated Petitions have been answered enly by
wepeated injuwy. A Prince, whese character is thus maked by every act
which may define a Tyrant, is unfit te be the wiler of a free peaple.

Nex have We been wanting in attentions to curn British luethren. We have
warned them from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend
an unwavantable jurisdiction cver us. We have seminded them of the
circumstances of our emigration and settlement fiere. We have appealed to
ties of aur cammaon findred to disavow these usurpations, which would
inevitabily intevuupt cur connections and ceviespondence. Jhey too have
been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must, thevefore,
acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces cur Separation, and fald them,
as we fold the vest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.

We, thetefore, the Representatives of the united States of Umerica, in
General Congress, Ussembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the
wordd for the rectitude of cur intentions, de, in the Name, and by
Uuthority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly pubilish and
declare, That these united Colenies are, and of Right cught te be Free and
Jndependent States, that they are (lisclued from all Wllegiance to the
British Crawn, and that all pelitical connection between them and the State
of Great Britain, is and eught te be tetally dissclved; and that as Free
and Jndependent States, they have full Power te levy War, cenclude
Peace, contract Ulliances, estabilish Commerce, and to de all other Ucts
and Jhings which Jndependent States may of vight do. — Und fox the



support of this Declaration, with a fivm reliance en the protection of
Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each ather our Lives, our
Fotunes, and eur sacred Fonox.

— Johin Fancock

New FHampshire:

Josiak Batlett, William Whipple, Matthew Jhornten
Massachusetts:

Jehn Fancock, Samuel Udams, Johin Udams, Rebiest Treat Paine,
Elbridge Gevny

Rhbede Jsland:

Steplien Heoptiins, William Ellery

Cennecticut:

Rager Shevman, Samuel Huntingten, Witliam Williams , Oliver Welcatt
New Yark:
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New Jewsey:

Richard Stackton, Johin Withenspaon, Francis FHophinsen, Johin Fart,
Ubratiam Clark:

Pennsylvania:

Rabent Mais, Benjamin Rush, Benjamin Franklin, Johin Marton,
Gearge Clymer, James Smith, George T aylor, James Wilson, George Rass
Delaware:

Caesar Rodney, Gearge Read, Thomas McHean

Maryland:

Samuel Chase, William Paca, Themas Stene, Charles Cavioll of
Carvollton

Vinginia:
George Wythe, Richard Fenwy Lee, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin
FHavisen, Thomas Nelson, Jr., Francis Lightfoot Lee, Carter Braxton



Noxth Carolina:

William FHooper, Jeseph Hewes, Jofin Penn

Sauth Carclina:

Edwarnd Rutledge, Thomas Feyward, Jr., Thomas Lynch, Jr., Uthur
Middleton

Geargia:

Butten Quinnett, Lyman FHall, Gearge Walton



